The EPA has a definite role in this scanning process. Agency staff currently
are active, in professional forums and through informal professional networks,
in alerting designers to emerging environmental problems and likely
governmental responses. Plans for establishing a more formal clearinghouse
operation have been made as well. However, the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) have comprehensive responsibility for the full range of
environmental and health issues that may have an impact on building
obsolescence. The Department of Energy, the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA), and state and local government agencies are among
those participating in efforts to address the problems cited in Table 2, and
additional agencies could become involved as new problems are identified.

The principal responsibility for screening falls to the primary beneficiary of
the results: the owner and the designers seeking to meet the owner's needs.
However, because the effort required may exceed the resources available to the
designer on a single project, workshop participants proposed that professional
organizations (e.g., the American Institute of Architects (AIA), the American
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), and the American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM), and others) may be effective leaders in identifying newly
emerging concerns that could lead to facility obsolescence. Workshop
participants also suggested that some federal agency, or a group of agencies
acting through such an organization as the Federal Construction Council, could
undertake this scanning function for federal agencies. Private business also
might be able to provide this scanning function as a commercial service.
However it is done, there also must be effective communication systems to
ensure that information is disseminated to those facilities professionals who can
use it.

Some professional and trade groups already have begun efforts that could
evolve into such a screening activity. The AIA, for example, has established
an environment committee to develop a resource guide for architects, focusing
on the environmental implications of various building materials, and the Electric
Power Research Institute and the EPA are working together to alert energy
engineers to utilities management issues having an impact on the global
environment.

Workshop participants agreed that the rates of change in both our knowledge
of environmental and health problems and the technology of construction and
building systems make it worthwhile to seek to avoid obsolescence over the
short to medium term. Designers, whether working for government agencies
or for private facilities owners, should give attention, in planning and design,
to emerging environmental and health problems that may cause obsolescence of
facility systems.
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